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Executive summary

We are the Right to Education Initiative.

We are guardians of the right to education.

W

Human rights
are at the heart

of who we are and
what we do.

We are an agile,
flexible and
adaptable
organisation,
with demonstrable
and unwavering
commitment to the
right to education.

We believe in
collaboration,
not competition.

We empower
the access of
rights.

We do not offer
charity.

We embrace
diversity in our

worldview,

in our composition,
and in our
methodologies.

We are
rigorously
accountable,

transparent, and
committed to
learning.

‘The Right to Education Initiative, as a global human rights
organization focusing on the right to education, is the first
non-governmental Organization covering comprehensively
the right to education at global level. The work carried out by
the Organization, in terms of research, analysis, awareness
raising and advocacy constitutes a major reference in this
area, and the role this Organization plays is unigue. In the
field of right to education, very few NGOs have a comparable
expertise. The Organization seeks to constantly reinforce
the human rights capacities of right to education defenders
worldwide, so as to ensure that everyone enjoys the right to
education, while strengthening accountability worldwide.’

Rolla Moumne
Programme Specialist, Right to Education Programme, UNESCO



Right to Education Initiative Strategy 2023-2026

Education is not a privilege. It is a human right.

This central tenet of international law is our foundational pillar, and guides our
work as a non-governmental international human rights organisation dedicated
entirely to the promotion and defence of the right to education.

Our vision is a world in which everyone can fully enjoy the right to education in
allits dimensions from birth to adulthood and throughout life, regardless of their
status and circumstances, and where all human rights in and through education
are respected, protected and realised.

Our work rests on two foundational pillars

Firstly, we protect and
strengthen the interna-
tional legal, political and
institutional frameworks
that uphold the right to
education, ensuring a
rights-based approach to
education is at the heart
of debate, documentation
and policy atinternational
level. We clarify legal
standards, and work to
shape them where need-
ed.

O

Secondly, weworkto build
the capacity of a broader
ecosystem of actors, often
working behind the scenes
to support others’ initiati-
ves. We excel in building
movements and catalysing
action. We are committed
to sharing knowledge and
resources, to developing
open-source tools and
materials, and to making
international human rights
law accessible.
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This strategy builds on more than two decades of impact, affecting change
atinternational level by setting and clarifying international legal standards;
championing the right to education across multiple sectors; building

capacity and galvanising movements; supporting national partners in their
interventions; and leading critical thinking on the right to education to bring

about legal, political, and social change.

Context and focus

The risks posed towards the realisation of the
right to education are multiple, compounded
by rapid changes to the world in which we live.
However, this strategy recognises the need
to be focused in our efforts, seeking to drive
maximum impact in support of civil society
actors in the education, human rights and
development sectors and in strengthening the
international legal, political and institutional
frameworks that guarantee the right to
education. Over the subsequent three years,
we will draw on our extensive expertise in
international human rights law and the use
of its mechanisms; in our thematic expertise
as regards specific dimensions of the right to
education; and our global web of contacts,
at local, national and international level, and
in academia, civil society, and international
non-governmental organisations, to dedicate
ourselves to the following issue areas:
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Advancing early childhood care and
education (ECCE) rights, including free
pre-primary education

Calling for the protection and
implementation of the right to public
education and the regulation of
non-states actors involved in education

Collaborating with students in monitoring
inequalities in access and participation
in higher education

Bringing a human rights lens to assess
the increased use of technology in
education

Influencing legal and policy frameworks
in response to the connection between
climate change and the right to
education, both in terms of impact and
solutions

Underpinning this ambitious strategy is a detailed theory of change, a strong
team of committed, multilingual and multidisciplinary experts committed to
making the right to education a reality, and a history of successful advocacy

efforts.




About us

We are
guardians of
theright to
education.

Who we are

We are a non-governmental international human rights
organisation dedicated entirely to the promotion and
defence of the right to education.

Why we exist

We exist because the right to education is not fully realised,
is still violated and is under constant and evolving threat.

There is a demonstrable need within the human rights,
education and development sectors for a civil society
organisation to be an expert on the right to education
and act as its guardian. We exist to promote and defend
education as a human right at international level, and to
support civil society actors to understand and use human
rights law and mechanisms to advance the realisation of
the right to education at national level, holding states
accountable through monitoring, reporting, advocacyand
litigation.

The world we want to see

Our vision is a world in which everyone can fully enjoy
the right to education in all its dimensions from birth to
adulthood and throughout life, regardless of their status
and circumstances, and where all human rights in and
through education are respected, protected and realised.

What we do

Our mission is to promote and defend education as a
human right worldwide, by:

e protecting and strengthening the international legal,
political and institutional framework that guarantees
the right to education and guides its implementation
at national level

¢ strengthening civil society actors’ capacity to understand
and effectively use human rights law and mechanisms
to advance the realisation of the right to education at
all levels through monitoring, reporting, advocacy and
litigation.
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Our values

Human rights at the heart of our work. Human rights
are essential for a dignified life, and their recognition
and protection fundamental for a peaceful and inclusive
society. Human rights law is a foundational pillar from
which we seek to address world challenges, and a powerful
tool for lasting change.

Committed, consistentandreliable. We dedicate ourselves
entirely to the right to education, with passion and
unwavering commitment. We are reliable, and committed
to supporting others.

Flexible and adaptable. We are a small and agile
organisation with a global web of connections which allow
us to flex to meet different challenges, and catalyse action
around pressing and emerging issues.

Empowering, not offering charity. Long term change
occurs when individuals are enabled to access, defend
and protect their rights. We do not believe in offering
charity, and instead seek to build capacity and share
knowledge and resources, working in partnership with
those with different areas of expertise and knowledge.

Collaboration, not competition. In a world where
resources are scarce and violations of rights are multiple,
CSO competition weakens our collective potential for
change, and ultimately damages the exercise of rights.
Underpinning our approach is a commitment to working
in partnerships, and a belief that collective efforts for the
right to education are strengthened when organisations
and actors from a range of fields come togetherin a spirit
of collaboration, not competition. We believe in sharing
knowledge, working together to achieve maximum
potential, and combining understanding and resources
to enhance the protection and promotion of rights.

Embracing and seeking diversity. We believe that a
plurality of views, voices and perspectives enriches
our work and our understanding. We embrace and seek
diversity in the people who conduct our work, in the
languages and worldviews we hold, in the engagement
with our surroundings, and in the methods we use to
achieve change.

Accountability, transparency, and a commitment to
learning. We are open and transparent about our work,
our successes, and our areas for improvement. We are
committed to listening, to learning, and to responding to
feedback on how to grow and adapt as an organisation.

‘Organisations  always
want to put their logo
everywhere, be visible,
and RTE have been
dismantling that. There
are more and more calls
to decolonize the global
civil society field and have
more and more leadership
in the global South, in
national  organisations
and it is what RTE has
been doing for a while
without saying it’

Sylvain Aubry

Human Rights Watch

‘OMEP is honoured to
work together and grateful
for the intelligence and
commitment of all RTE
members. They have helped
us and continue to help
us a lot in our advocacy
work for the right to early
childhood education. RTE
is a powerful and giant
organisation in ideas,
coherence, humanity and
generosity.’

Mercedes Mayol
Lassalle

World President, OMEP




Our history

The Right to Education Initiative (RTE) was established in 2000 by
the first UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Katarina
Tomasevski. Originally conceived of as an online repository
for information about the right to education, international law
and national constitutions and Tomasevski’s expert reports,
this website grew in content and influence. In 2008, ActionAid,
Amnesty International and the Global Campaign for Education
decided to honour and continue her work as a collaborative
initiative building bridges between their respective fields in
development, human rights and education. In 2012, Save the
Children and Human Rights Watch joined these organisations
to strengthen RTE’s strategic direction. In May 2017 RTE became
an independent charity, registered in England and Wales (charity

‘I knew the amazing Katarina
Tomasevski, the first U.N. Special
Rapporteur for the Right to
Education, very well. She would
be extremely proud of the Right
to Education Initiative which
has carried on and significantly
expanded her work. The RTE
Initiative is the go-to global
organization  for all issues
concerning the right to education
today’.

Steven J. Klees

number 1173115). In 2021, the organisation was also registered
in France (registration number W751261694).

Professor of International Education
Policy, University of Maryland

Our legacy

We have proven our commitment and consistency to promoting and
defending the right to education for more than 20 years. Much of what we
doisin support of others, occurring behind the scenes and in service of a
long-term and collaborative view. Some of our impacts and added value
are highlighted below:

Framing education as a right and shifting the education
and development sector to adopt a human rights based
approach.

We are a go-to international reference point on the right to
* education, and our open-source information and tools, such as
our monitoring guide and list of right to education indicators,
have shaped education monitoring from a human rights
perspective across multiple sectors. Additionally, we continue
to provide a knowledge hub on the right to education through
our multilingual, high traffic website.

Photo: UNESCO


https://www.right-to-education.org/monitoring/
https://www.right-to-education.org/

Strengthening legal and policy standards on the right to
education.

We have interpreted in a progressive way what the right to education
means in practice, and have pushed for stronger global standards
where needed. Our signature achievement to date is the role we
played in leading the development of the Abidjan Principles on
the human rights obligations of States to provide public education
and to regulate private involvement in education, which have been
recognised and used widely since their adoption in 2019.

Leading critical thinking on the right to education to
bring about legal, political and social change.

With deep knowledge and technical expertise on the right to
education, we have long provided legal and policy analysis on its
various dimensions. In particular, we have focused on emerging or
neglected areas such as the privatisation and commercialisation
of education and early childhood care and education, making
recommendations and advocating for the protection and
implementation of the right to education. Our expertise, specialist
knowledge, and campaigning acumen has led to collaboration,
co-publishing and contribution to the work of key education actors
such as UNESCO Right to Education Programme, UNESCO-IIEP,
UNESCO GEM Report, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to
education, and the African Commission on Human and People’s
Rights.

Supporting national partners’ efforts to advance the l l l
realisation of the right to education on the ground.

We do not seek to carry out our own national-level interventions,
rather to bring together complementing areas of expertise. Those
embedded in national contexts hold the rich knowledge necessary to
intervene, whilst we can offer extensive experience of engaging with
international mechanisms to transcend national-level activism to
international dimensions. See, for instance, our work with partners
in Kenya, Ukraine, France, UK, and Chile.

+

Convening and catalysing different actors committed to
the right to education.

We have excelled in bringing these actors together, from local to
global, building bridges between sectors and enhancing capacity,
while catalysing collaborations and action. This is a core feature of
our organisation: our commitment to partnership, to opening up
our extensive and rich network of contacts to collaboration, and
to stimulating joint action, particularly as regards driving specific
progressive policy and legal agendas forward.


https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/background/overview
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/
https://www.right-to-education.org/issue-page/privatisation-education
https://www.right-to-education.org/issue-page/privatisation-education
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-handbook
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/iiep-unesco-publishes-planning-fulfil-right-education-methodological-guidelines-and-toolkit
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/status-right-education-migrants-international-legal-framework-remaining-barriers-national
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-initiative-s-contribution-un-special-rapporteur-right-education-s-report
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-education-initiative-s-contribution-un-special-rapporteur-right-education-s-report
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-and-partners-welcome-african-commissions-landmark-general-comment-public-services
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-and-partners-welcome-african-commissions-landmark-general-comment-public-services
https://right-to-education.exposure.co/kenya
https://right-to-education.exposure.co/ukraine
https://www.right-to-education.org/issue-page/higher-education#section_view-default-2
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/press-release-un-says-uk-development-aid-commercial-private-schools-could-violate-children-s
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/lets-build-another-education-rte-gi-escr-and-summa-campaign-right-education-constitutional
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The right to education in
a transforming world

Education is not a privilege. It is a human right

‘Everyone has the right to education’- Article 26 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

This fundamentalright, recognised and protected underinternational law, begins
at birth, lasts throughout life, and acts as an enabler whose realisation permits
the access to and enjoyment of other human rights. Education is essential for the
development and well being of individuals and key to building fair, peaceful and
sustainable societies.

States, who are responsible for the implementation of public policies, must do
everything possible to provide inclusive free, quality public education to all. In
accordance with their human rights obligations, they must guarantee, protect
and enforce the right to education in all its dimensions with the adoption of laws,
policiesand adequate funding, as well as effective politicaland legal mechanisms
to address any gaps or violations.




The right to education is not yet realised

Despite the centrality of education to the development
of individuals and fair, sustainable and peaceful
societies, the right to education is not fully realised.

Millions of children, youth and adults still do not have
access to education. Foremost to suffer are the most
marginalised, vulnerable and disadvantaged. As an
illustration:
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Education is not free.
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About 8% of families borrow
to pay for education


https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/why-early-childhood-care-and-education-matters
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382577
https://www.unicef.org/turkiye/en/press-releases/1-3-adolescent-girls-poorest-households-has-never-been-school-unicef#:~:text=DAVOS%2FGENEVA%2FNEW%20YORK%2C,the%20World%20Economic%20Forum%20Annual
http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/literacy
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/gem-report-20212-non-state-actors-education-who-chooses-who-loses
https://world-education-blog.org/2023/04/14/the-annual-financing-gap-to-achieve-sdg-4-targets-is-almost-100-billion/
https://gem-report-2021.unesco.org/
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Millions more children andyouth find themselvesin school butinreceiptofapoor
quality education - with families often bearing financial responsibility for their
children’s schooling, despite states’ obligation to provide free, public education.
Indeed, collectively states are failing to meet this obligation, with a projected
$100 billion (USD) global annualfinancing gap as regards SDG4 education targets.
The failure to adequately finance public education opens the door to rampant
privatisationand commercialisation of education, which threatento furtherdivide
increasingly unequal world populations in terms of access to quality education.

*

¥

Education is impacted by a world in crisis and
rapid transformation

In addition to these challenges, the world faces a plurality of crises: global
pandemics, climate change, conflicts, and economic and social crises which
aggravate poverty and mass internal and external migration movements. These
macro-structural forces both exacerbate existing threats to the enjoyment of
the right to education and create new challenges, including the rapid uptake
of technology in education, long-term school closures, and the development of
distance learning.

Education systems and their actors are in flux

Education actors include states, inter-governmental and civil society organisations,
academics, researchers, donors, and business actors. Their roles and relationships
are in transformation. The growing involvement of business actors in education,
including at state level and in inter-governmental organisations, is a new
phenomena thatimpacts and transforms education worldwide, while questioning the
definition of the public space.


https://world-education-blog.org/2023/04/14/the-annual-financing-gap-to-achieve-sdg-4-targets-is-almost-100-billion/
https://wir2022.wid.world/executive-summary/
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/wmr-2022-interactive/
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The right to education is at a pivotal time

The right to

education must The scope of the

be recognised, right to education Essential:
must expand

respected, dd to build on
implemented to address new existing legal
and enforced realities framework

While efforts still must be made to recognise, respect, protect and enforce the
right to education worldwide, its scope must expand to address new realities. Yet
withinthe complexpanoramadescribed above, the hard-foughtrighttoeducation
is today at risk, despite the world-transforming progresses made towards its
realisation over the second half of the 20th century. There are regressions on
existing commitments, as for instance the unacceptable violation of girls’ right
to education in Afghanistan. In addition, given the prospect of new negotiations
about the scope of the right to education, it will be essential to ensure that any new
developments build on the existing legal framework to avoid any retrogression.
Progress must never be taken for granted. States’ implementation of the right to
education must be monitored to identify gaps and violations for targeted advocacy
and accountability processes. Equally important is that civil society actors
are equipped with the information, tools and skills necessary to advocate
for the right to education at both national and international level. Finally,
there is a vital and ongoing need for efforts at international level to
ensure that the human rights frameworks sets the tone for national
implementation in a way which respects the spirit and essence of

the right to education.

>
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Photo: UNESCO
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Despite these challenges, there is cause
for celebration

International experts have coalesced around definitions and understandings of
therightto education in the context of the privatisation and commercialisation of
education, which have been compiled in the Abidjan Principles. Collective advocacy
efforts have led to the cessation of international funding to commercial school
chains. Acommitted movementofglobal actors from diverse sectors is mobilising
to support the right to early childhood education. The language and narratives
usedininternational human rights documents and reports champions therightto
education across different dimensions - including around pre-primary education
and higher education. These advances are cause for hope, and emphasise the
importance of committed actors working in partnership to advance the right to
education.

The assessment of this complex context in which the realisation of the right to
education must be advanced is the foundation upon which this strategy rests.
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https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/civil-society-groups-celebrate-ifcs-divestment-profit-driven-school-chain-bridge-international
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/civil-society-groups-celebrate-ifcs-divestment-profit-driven-school-chain-bridge-international
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-brings-diverse-actors-together-discuss-strengthening-legal-framework-universal-access
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-brings-diverse-actors-together-discuss-strengthening-legal-framework-universal-access
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/un-resolution-right-education-highlighting-importance-pre-primary-education
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-higher-education-unpacking-international-normative-framework-light-current-trends-and
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Our Theory of Change
:

The world we want to see *

A world in which everyone, regardless of their status and
circumstances, can fully enjoy the right to education in all its
dimensions, from birth to adulthood and throughout life, and
where all human rights in and through education are respected,
protected and realised.

)

Our intermediate goals

What is needed to see this world

e States adopt, implement, and enforce adequate laws and
policies to realise the right to education in all its dimensions
which:

+ Are aligned with international human rights standards,
including in new or emerging areas

+ Are adequately budgeted and funded

+ Protect the public education system and prioritise the
right to education of children from the marginalised
communities

e States are accountable for their actions or omissions in their
jurisdictions and extraterritorially

e Civil society actors - including CSOs, parents, teachers,
students, academics - participate in the development of
education law and policies at national and international
level from a human rights perspective, and have the tools
to monitor the realisation of the right to education and hold
states accountable
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We are an international non-governmental organisation committed to working in
partnership with organisations at national level. Our approach reflects our belief that
those embedded within national contexts are experts on their environments and the
challenges faced, and are therefore best placed to conduct work at country level.
Consequently, the primary focus of our efforts is to influence the international human
rights framework, in which we have significant experience. We also seek to impact the
realisation of the right to education at national level, by supporting national partners
to influence changes needed on the ground.

.

The protection and strengthening *
of the international legal, political

and institutional frameworks that

guarantee the right to education

and guide its implementation at

national level

How we will measure outcomes contributing to this
objective:

e |nternational political documents related to education will include human
rights references

e [nternational human rights law will expand to cover new dimensions of the
right to education

® Any new development of the scope of the right to education will build on
existing human rights standards and guarantees

e Inter-governmental organisations’ (IGOs) documents and policies will reflect
RTE’s policy positions and language on the interpretation of the right to
education and its new developments

e States will use multilateral systems, such as the UN, to champion the right to
education



Right to Education Initiative Strategy 2023-2026

Objective 2

The strengthening of civil society
actors’ capacity to understand and
effectively use human rights law
and mechanisms to advance the
realisation of the right to education
at all levels through monitoring,
reporting, advocacy and litigation.

Ah

How we will measure outcomes contributing
to this objective:

e Civil society actors adopt human rights language and
narratives in their work, including recent interpretations
developed by human rights experts

e Civil society actors carry out evidence-based monitoring of
education using a rights-based approach

® Civil society actors report to national and international human
rights mechanisms

e Various civil society actors mutualise their efforts, working
together and supporting each other

19
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What we will do to reach our objectives

=]

Inform

inan accessible way about the
international legal and policy
frameworks relating to the
right to education, including
through our multilingual web-
site.

=
Advocate

for states to both legally commit
to and implement the right to
education, either domestically
or extraterritorially, including as
members of intergovernmental
organisations. In so doing we
also seek to ensure that gov-
ernments are held accounta-
ble for meeting their human
rights obligations.

O

Research

by unpacking and clarifying
the international legal and
policy framework related to
the right to education and
providing legal analysis on
specificissues, including on
new dimensions of the right
toeducation.

@T—so

Provide
technical
support

to civil society actors to
use human rights law and
mechanisms as a tool to
strengthen their research
and advocacy work; and
to states and intergovern-
mental organisations to
adequately implement the
right to education.

ey

T

Build
bridges

between different fields
(human rights, education
and development); actors
(CSOs, intergovernmental
organisations, academics,
states); andlanguage com-
munities (English, French,
Spanish and Arabic) to
catalyse actions and ena-
ble diverse actors to work
together to achieve meanin-
gful changes at national
and international level to
advance the realisation of
the right to education.

o>
Collaborate

by engaging in various
networks, in education and
across adjacent fields, and by
cultivating relationships and
partnershipswith keyeducation
actors such as UNESCO and the
UN Special Rapporteur on the
righttoeducation.

©®)

Raise
awareness

about violations of the right
to education and gaps in its
implementation.

‘Over the vyears we have
used RTE has our to go for
international law, research
and comparative law research
and you have been very kind
to us in promoting our work
as well and | very appreciate
that.

Faranaaz Veriava

Head of Education. Section27,
South African public interest
law firm
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This strategy seeks
to consolidate our
successes over recent
years, while looking

toward the most
critical and emerging
challenges as regards
therightto education.

nere we will be
ng ou
ming yea

efforts in
S

Our strategic approach:

In terms of content: we will continue to focus our
research and advocacy on specific dimensions of the
rightto education, as described below, while engaging
inthe debate and development of the expansion of the
scope of the right to education led by UNESCO.

In terms of function: we will enhance our role as
thoughtleadersontherightto education,andincrease
our support to the actors engaged in advancing the
realisation of the right to education through technical
assistance and capacity building. We will explore new
economic models to sustain these functions.

In terms of target: we will continue to collaborate
closely with civil society actors as our primary audience,
with a particular attention to young people.

Criteria for the choice of our thematic areas

We are committed to advancing
the realisation of the right to
education in all its dimensions,
and are available to provide
advisory services, technical
and guidance to

support,
partners across any aspect
needed. Equally, we recognise
the need to be focused in our
own work, and select areas of
focus in accordance with the
following criteria:

Emerging and
critical areas for
the protection
and defence

of the right to
education

Scale and
urgency of
the issue in
terms of the
realisation of
the right to
education

Areas in which the
legal framework
and/or human
rights require
developing and
strengthening

Extent to

which existing
monitoring from
a human rights
perspective
occurs at
grassroots level



https://www.unesco.org/en/right-education/evolving?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab20009e03fd58114e42bc8b517506777d4f6d98476acbf51e051d57a33baeed1915400894129ea114300097e4e61092af633f3908c681a63924b187de8a9ce7df0608071673c523863fa5a79332a472f387edbd1f6ba36266e5ed
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Using these criteria, we have chosen to focus our efforts over the coming
years on the following areas:

Calling for the protection
and implementation of the
Advancing early right to public education

childhood care and and the regulation of
education (ECCE) N\ non-state actors involved in
rights, including education

free pre-primary

education
GENDER
EQUALITY Bringing a human
rights lens to assess
_ [ —— theincreased use
Collaborating of technology in
with students education
in monitoring
inequalities n MONITORING _  MIGRANTS
access to and ):‘
participation in Influencing legal and policy
higher education frameworks in response to

the connection between
climate change and the right
to education, both in terms
of impact and solutions

We have been working on the first three issues (ECCE, public
education and non-state actors and higher education) over recent
years.The subsequenttwo (technologyin education, and climate
change) are new areas of work.

It is important to stress that these areas are interrelated, and we ‘RTE has an amazing track
seek to draw linkages between them. For instance, our work on record of serving as a small,
ECCE and higher education will include the issue of privatisation powerful targeted catalyst,
and commercialisation; the use of technology in education; and bu:jldmg d lnew Irqlar_ratlve
climate change. In addition, these areas are intersected by and Ezmacﬁnrcirittesyvgx gfrme%i
will necessitate a focus on other key dimensions of the right to nan rignts v :

. . . . . cation’, Its ability to clarify,
education, such as access, quality and financing. Gender equality

. . interpret and apply national
will be mainstreamed across all our work. il feredierel L i Sue

pport of the right to educa-

Across all of these focus areas we will pay particular attention tion is unparalleled. RTE is

to migrants. Multiple world crises are prompting ever greater : :

. ' an essential and unique
numbers of Chlldl’(—:.‘l’] and'yogth to move outside the b'or(.jers of component of the human
their hgme countries - with immense impacts on their r.lght to rights landscape.”
education. We have begun research on undocumented migrants

aged 16 orabove, and will expand this work in the coming years. A CE TS

Scholar in Residence,

Monitoring theright to education will continue to be at the heart International Training and

of our work. We will continue to develop thematic monitoring f\d““.'tw“ ez amiIER
. . . .. . merican University

guides, and will provide training and technical support to use

them.
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Building on our existing work

The following three areas consolidate our legacy over recent years, and drive
forward the changes we have set in motion on the issues of early childhood care
and education, highereducation, and non-stateactors’ involvementin education.
Over the coming three years, we will build on what we have achieved so far by
deepening our efforts and expanding our work and collaboration with partners.
Our consistency on these areas is particularly important given the time required
to implement legislative and policy changes both in international and national
arenas. Below we outline the reasons why we will keep on working on these areas,
the changes we want to see, and what we plan to do in the coming years, while
recalling our impacts to date.

Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE)

Why we are working on this area

Early childhood care and education (ECCE) lays the foundations for

the enjoyment of the lifelong right to education. It is central to healthy
cognitive, physical and social development, and builds resilience in children
and their wider communities. It is also a powerful equaliser that can improve
education outcomes for the most disadvantaged children, in the process making
systems more equitable and improving functioning.

Despite this potential some 35 million of the world’s 137 million under-fives have
not had any pre-primary education.

Furthermore, rampant privatisation and commercialisation coupled with limited
regulation of private actors further exacerbates inequalities to the detriment of
the most vulnerable, marginalised, and disadvantaged.

Finally, despite this context and evident need, global levels of legal, political and
financial commitment to ECCE are inadequate, with 40% of countries allocating
just 2% of total education budgets to this crucial educational and development
stage. This further intensifies inequalities in the access to and quality of ECCE,
with the most disadvantaged children worst impacted.

What we want to see

e ECCE rights, including free pre-primary education, legally recognised,
protected, implemented and enforced

¢ Free and inclusive quality ECCE accessible to all


https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/why-early-childhood-care-and-education-matters

24 Right to Education Initiative Strategy 2023-2026

What we will do

® Provide analysis and clarify international human rights law and other policy
frameworks on ECCE rights

e Influence and contribute to the development of the international human rights
framework to recognise more clearly and explicitly early childhood care and
education rights, including specifically a right to at least one-year free, quality
pre-primary education

¢ Advocate for better implementation of ECCE rights and seek accountability by
supporting education activists with tools, training and technical assistance for
monitoring ECCE from a human rights perspective

Our impact to date

¢ Influencing intergovernmental organisations to advocate for strengthening the
international legal framework on ECCE: We played a pivotal role in securing
the inclusion of concerns related to legal frameworks within the programmatic
agenda of UNESCO. Key outcomes include:

1. Inclusion of a normative framework as one of the five goals in the UNESCO
Global Partnership Strategy for early childhood

2. Facilitation of collective drafting process for the UNESCO thematic report
on the strengthening of the international legal framework, which we co-
authored

3. Co-organisation of a paralleleventatthe second World Conference on Early
Childhood Care and Education (WCECCE) on building and strengthening the
legal framework on ECCE rights, together with UNESCO and other civil society
organisations. This event was instrumental for securing references in the
Tashkent Declaration on the need for strong legal and policy frameworks
both at national and international level

¢ Advocating for the UN Special Rapporteur to advance ECCE as a core issue: we
consistently work with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education,
including through public engagement, official submissions, regularinputs and
expert contributions to inform her reports to the Human Rights Council and UN
General Assembly. We provided inputs to reports on migration and ECCE and
the full report on ECCE

¢ Building a global alliance for joint advocacy: We have established and
continue to facilitate a Global Advocacy Working Group, bringing together
CSOs, academics, UNESCO and the office of the UN Special Rapporteur on the
right to education to jointly advocate for the strengthening of the international
legal framework on ECCE


https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-presents-its-contribution-unesco-global-partnership-strategy-early-education-launch-event
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-presents-its-contribution-unesco-global-partnership-strategy-early-education-launch-event
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/building-and-strengthening-legal-framework-ecce-rights-achievements-challenges-and-actions
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/building-and-strengthening-legal-framework-ecce-rights-achievements-challenges-and-actions
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-participates-unesco-world-conference-ecce
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-participates-unesco-world-conference-ecce
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.right-to-education.org/sites/right-to-education.org/files/resource-attachments/RTE_%20Statement%20on%20Tashkent%20Declaration_ECCE_Dec2022_EN.pdf
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/report-special-rapporteur-right-education-right-education-migrants
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/report-special-rapporteur-right-education-early-childhood-care-and-education
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Higher Education +

Why we are working on this area

Higher education is too often disassociated from the right to education.

There are unacceptable discriminations and huge inequalities in higher education
that perpetuate inequalities in society (in the job market and positions of power).

The privatisation and commercialisation of higher education and students’ debt are
major issues.

Academic freedom and quality higher education are at risk, yet remain essential for
a healthy and sustainable society.

What we want to see

The right to higher education legally recognised, protected, implemented and
enforced

Free and inclusive quality higher education

The protection of academic freedom

What we will do

e Bring attention to and denounce the persisting inequalities in higher education

e Advocate for the realisation of the right to higher education, particularly the
financing of free higher education, prioritising the most disadvantaged students

e Work with policy makers at international level to ensure that the right to education
is at the centre of any higher education policies

¢ Provide workshops and technical support to partners in monitoring and reporting on
therealisation of theright to higher education, particularly as regards inequalities
and cost

¢ Engage with students, bringing them knowledge and tools to use human rights
law and mechanisms to strengthen their advocacy
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Our impact to date

¢ We have clarified the international legal framework relating to higher education,
notably through co-authoring a policy paper with UNESCO, entitled ‘Right to
Higher Education: Unpacking the international normative framework in light of
current trends and challenges’.

¢ Additionally, in recognition of our specific ability to ensure that a human rights
perspective is at the centre of discussions on education, we have successfully
broughtarights-based approachto discussions of highereducation at multiple
events and fora, including through a panel discussion we led at the UNESCO
World Conference on Higher Education, and the facilitation of multilingual
discussions with academics and CSOs on privatisation of higher education
from a human rights perspective.

e For five years we have worked on a prize winning initiative with youth groups
to enhance their capacity to monitor and document violations of the right to
higher education. The purpose of this project was also to raise awareness and
develop tools and research on specific issues relating to the right to higher
education in France, including inequalities, place of origin, and the impact of
Covid-19 on higher education.

¢ In recognition of the impact of our open-source monitoring tools to date in
facilitatingthe exerciseof monitoringandreportingamongnon-legalexperts, we
have developed a guide to support the monitoring of inequalities in access and
participation in higher education from a human rights perspective. This guide
has been widely acclaimed by academics and student groups, and is already
being used by partner organisations and individuals in Pakistan, Cameroon
and Ivory Coast.
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https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-higher-education-unpacking-international-normative-framework-light-current-trends-and
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-higher-education-unpacking-international-normative-framework-light-current-trends-and
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/right-higher-education-unpacking-international-normative-framework-light-current-trends-and
https://www.right-to-education.org/blog/revolution-higher-education-key-takeaways-unesco-world-higher-education-conference
https://www.right-to-education.org/blog/revolution-higher-education-key-takeaways-unesco-world-higher-education-conference
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-hosts-multinational-and-multilingual-event-privatisation-higher-education
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/rte-hosts-multinational-and-multilingual-event-privatisation-higher-education
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/students-collaborating-rte-and-science-po-law-school-clinic-project-higher-education-france-win
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/higher-education-france-right-threatened-increasing-nequalities
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/higher-education-france-right-threatened-increasing-nequalities
https://www.right-to-education.org/blog/threatened-inequalities-right-higher-education-france
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/round-table-right-higher-education-impact-place-origin-and-cost-studies-realisation-right
https://www.right-to-education.org/blog/grounded-impact-covid-19-academic-exchanges
https://www.right-to-education.org/blog/grounded-impact-covid-19-academic-exchanges
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/monitoring-access-and-participation-higher-education-human-rights-perspective
https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/monitoring-access-and-participation-higher-education-human-rights-perspective
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The right to public
education and the
regulation of non-
state actors involved
in education

Why we are working on this area

Strengthening public education systems is essential to realise the right to
education for all, based on the rights to equality and non-discrimination.

The growing privatisation and commercialisation of education is a major threat to
the realisation of the right to education.

There is a need to regulate and monitor private actors’ involvement in education
on the basis of human rights.

The Abidjan Principles, adopted in 2019 and widely recognised by human rights
bodies, must be implemented.

What we want to see

e Everyone to be able to enjoy the right to education regardless of their status
or circumstances, particularly their ability to pay

e The right to public, free, inclusive, good quality education recognised and
implemented

¢ Non-state actors involved in education to act in accordance with human rights

e The Abidjan Principles used and implemented by states, including judges,
CSOs, academics and intergovernmental organisations
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What we will do

Promote the Abidjan Principles and provide capacity building and technical
support for their use and implementation

Report on the impacts of the privatisation and commercialisation of education
on the realisation of the right to education

Advocate forthe protection and implementation of the right to public education

Support civil society actors, including students, in monitoring and reporting on the
impact of the privatisation and commercialisation of the right to education, and
on the development, implementation, and enforcement of laws and policies
that guarantee public, free, inclusive quality education and regulate non-state
actors involved in education

Collaborate with partners within existing networks (PEHRC, Francophone
network) to address this issue collectively

Our impact to date

e We played a leading role in developing the Abidjan Principles which have
significantly advanced the understanding of the international human rights
framework applying to the growing involvement of non-state actors in
education. Adopted in 2019 following an extensive consultative and drafting
process, these Principles have become a reference document on the right to
education, recognised by international and regional human rights bodies and
used by academics, intergovernmental organisations, judges and civil society
actors.

e We monitored and reported about the impacts of the privatisation and
commercialisation of education on the right to education. This has led the
UN treaty bodies to make recommendations to address the human rights
issues posed by this phenomena, including as regards states’ extraterritorial
obligations. In the UK, this has led to a Parliamentary inquiry.

e We advocated for the protection of public education and denounced the
commercialisation of education, as part of a collective advocacy effort. This
has led the International Financial Corporation (IFC) to cease funding to for-profit
K-12 (primary and secondary) education providers.



https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/en/support/official-recognition
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/in-action
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/uk-s-financial-support-low-cost-private-education-developing-countries-contravention-human
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/uk-s-financial-support-low-cost-private-education-developing-countries-contravention-human
https://www.educationbeforeprofit.org/
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/civil-society-organisations-applaud-international-finance-corporation-decision-move-away-profit
https://www.right-to-education.org/news/civil-society-organisations-applaud-international-finance-corporation-decision-move-away-profit
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Expanding our work to new areas

The issues of education and climate change and of the
use oftechnologyineducation are new areas of work for
which we will develop more detailed strategies based on
a more comprehensive mapping and deeper analysis.
The following paragraphs outline the significance of
these areas and why we believe our efforts and expertise
are best directed towards them, followed by an initial
exploration of our activities and the changes we wish
to see.

Education and Technology in
climate change education
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Education and climate change

Why we are working on this issue

Climate change is an existential threat to humanity, with growing risks and severity
that only worsen with each passing year, while global progress is woefully lacking.

Climate change poses a threat to education. This threat manifests itselfin multiple
interrelated ways. Education is often disrupted following climate change-related
natural disasters, with loss or damage to school buildings, and school infrastructure
sometimes requisitioned to temporarily house those whose dwellings have
been damaged or destroyed. Climate change can cause an increase in poverty,
which is a cause of school abandonment. Where local communities are ravaged
by changes to climate patterns making previous forms of sustenance untenable
or rendering accommodation unsafe, individuals are forced to move - usually
internally in the first instance, thus placing pressure on different aspects of the
regional education system. Forced movement and conflict sitin uneasy correlation;
forced displacement, in turn, has an impact on insecurity, safety and thus the
ability to learn.

Education is a key to long term system change as regards the climate. Through
education, children and young people can become equipped with the tools and
resources necessary to make positive, lasting changes to protect the planet.
Education systems must adapt and transform to respond to climate change issues.

What we want to see

The right to education protected, implemented and enforced for those impacted by
climate change, particularly the most marginalised groups, including through the
adoption of laws and policies aiming to ensure the continuity of education in the event
of school closures and/or climate displacement, and to address inequalities due to
the impact of climate change on the right to education.

Education systems reducing their impacts on climate change and addressing
climate change in their curriculum in compliance with human rights, including
through the adoption of laws and policies
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The use of technology in education

Why we are working on this issue

Technology is reshaping our world. The growing use of technology in education,
particularly post-pandemic, is transforming education deeply - these new
technologies include artificial intelligence, Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs),
learning machines, scripted learning via teacher tablets, and video-monitoring
of classrooms

While these developments can be opportunities to expand quality education,
they also raise issues from an ethical and human rights perspective, including
regarding violations of students’ privacy, restrictions in access to information
and connectivity, inequalitiesin access to digital education, commercial interests
that may conflict with the right to education, health issues due to intensive use
of screens and/or lack of social contact, and infringement of quality education
with online instruction replacing teachers

Education technology (Ed-Tech) must be developed and used in accordance with
human rights and the aims of education in their human rights essence; and legal
and policy frameworks must also be developed to protect students’ and teachers’
rights.

What we want to see

e Ed-Tech developed and used in accordance with human rights

e Students’andteachers’rightslegallyrecognised, protected, implemented, and
enforced

e States adopt laws and policies which:
* address inequalities in access to digital education

* protect students’ and teachers’ rights, including the right to privacy and
the right to access information

* protect the right to education from commercialisation

* guarantee quality education when technologies are used

31
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What we will do to advance rights in relation to

technology in education and climate change

¢ Inform about these issues from a human rights perspective and research
by providing legal analysis of the existing legal framework at national
and international level, in addition to making recommendations for new
developments

¢ Advocate to ensure these issues are addressed from a human rights perspective in
international legal and political instruments

* Develop tools to monitor these issues from a human rights perspective and
provide technical support to civil society actors, including youth, in monitoring
and reporting on the use of technologies in education and on education and
climate change from a human rights perspective, and on the development,
implementation and enforcement of laws and policies
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How we will know we have achieved our aims

across our thematic areas

UN Special Rapporteurs, particularly
the UN Special Rapporteur on the right
to education, will cover these issues in
their reports

UN treaty bodies will highlight
these issues in their concluding
observations, and if relevant in
decisions and general comments

The Human Rights Council will address
these issues in its resolutions,
particularly the resolution on the right
to education

UNESCO, and other intergovernmental
organisations, will address these
issues with a human rights approach
in the development of new legal

and policy instruments on the right

to education as well as in political
debates and statements
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States will champion these issues
with a human rights approach at
international level

Civil society actors, including
youth/students, will monitor, report
and advocate on these issues from
a human rights perspective, holding
states accountable

Academics will include a human rights
perspective when conducting research
on these issues

Networks of diverse actors will exist
and will work collaboratively to
advance the realisation of the right
to education with specific objectives
under each thematic area

Photo: Erica Murphy/Right
to Education Initiative
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How we will implement

our strategy

We will count on our current

agile multi-cultural and rapid
responding team of four dedicated
staff bringing various and multiple
expertises, experiences and
perspectives, and able to work in
English, French and Spanish.

We aim to expand the team to
strengthen our capacity across all
thematic areas, while maintaining
the ability to respond to specific
requests made by our partners.
Currently based in India, UK

and France, we seek to expand
representation in other regions.

We will also draw on the support of
our Executive Board and Network of
advisers. \We will recruit new board
members and advisors to help steer
the implementation of this strategy
and expand RTE’s impact and
reach.

We will increase our budget,
diversify our funds and explore
new economic models to secure
our sustainability. We will seek

a balance between core funding
which supports the delivery of the
strategy as a whole, and project
funding to implement specific
activities under each thematic area.

We will monitor our progress and
impacts and will continuously
reassess the direction of our
work, adapting and making
changes when required. We will
continuously reflect on our role as
human rights experts in the field
of education, and more broadly
as an international civil society
organisation as the context we work
in keeps evolving.

We will continue to ensure the
wellbeing of RTE’s staff while
delivering on this ambitious
strategy.


https://www.right-to-education.org/page/about-us#section_view-default-3
https://www.right-to-education.org/page/about-us#section_view-default-3
https://www.right-to-education.org/page/about-us#section_view-default-3
https://www.right-to-education.org/page/about-us#section_view-default-4
https://www.right-to-education.org/page/about-us#section_view-default-5
https://www.right-to-education.org/page/about-us#section_view-default-5

Photo: UNESCO
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